FEAST Sports Eligibility Rules

 “There is a time for everything, and a season 

for every activity under heaven. . . .” Ecclesiastes 3:1

Eligibility Rules:

The FEAST Board and FEAST Sports Committee reserve the right to make the final determination regarding a student athlete’s eligibility status.

I.   Educational Requirement: Participation in FEAST Sports is open to students who are currently being home schooled in accordance with the laws of Texas and are not enrolled or in attendance full-time at a public or private school. “Full-time” is defined as attending 4 or more classes at a primary or secondary school or earning 12 or more hours on campus at a college, university, trade school, etc. 

No person who has graduated from high school or received a high school diploma may participate as an athlete in FEAST Sports.
II. Four Year Rule: A student athlete is allowed only 4 years of regular season participation in FEAST Sports varsity level athletics. 

III. Age-based Restrictions: No person who is 19 or older as of September 1 in the year of participation may participate in FEAST Sports athletics.  Student athletes who are 15 or older as of September 1 in the year of participation must participate on a high school level team, regardless of their academic status. For the student athletes’ safety sake, no one younger than 14 may participate on a high school team; however, the FEAST Sports Committee may make exceptions to this on an individual basis.

Student athletes who are 14 as of September 1 in the year of participation may participate on a sub-varsity team without using a year of eligibility. If a student athlete who is 14 years old as of September 1 in the year of participation participates on a varsity team, he or she will use a year of eligibility in doing so. Both the student athlete and his or her parents will be required to sign a form stating their awareness of their child’s eligibility status. The only exception to this will be participation on a composite team as explained in section VII below. 
IV. Academic Considerations: It is common for home educated student athletes to be working at a “grade level” different from the one they would be were they in public or private school. This is why FEAST Sports differentiates between a child’s athletic status and his or her academic status. Academic “grade level” is irrelevant to the placement of a student athlete on a FEAST Sports team. 

FEAST Sports completely supports the right of parents to direct the education of their children. If home educating parents believe that their child’s participation in sports is hindering his or her academic development, FEAST Sports will support those parents’ decision to curtail that student athlete’s participation. If, in the home educating parents’ opinion, a child’s academic performance is not acceptable, FEAST Sports will support the parent’s decision to remove that student athlete from participation. Such a removal would not constitute “extremely unusual circumstances”; therefore no exception to the four-year rule would be granted on the basis of the removal.  
V.   ISAL Teams: Special eligibility considerations apply to those student athletes who compete under the authority of ISAL. Those considerations are as follows:

No student athlete who will turn 15 during the school year (Sept. 1—May 31 in the year of participation) may participate on any FEAST Sports ISAL team. Exceptions to this may be obtained by following the waiver procedure established by the ISAL Board of Governors. 

Student athletes are limited to 4 years of ISAL participation.

VI. Transfer Students: The eligibility of student athletes who transfer to FEAST Sports from another sports program will be determined by the Sports Committee.  The intent of this determination is to avoid having participants with more than 4 years of regular season varsity level competition. In general, student athletes will retain whatever eligibility status they would have had in the previous program.

VII. Composite Teams: These are teams made up of both high school and middle school students. FEAST Sports may choose to form a composite team when all of the following are true:

· The only other option is to have no team.

· The team would not be participating in a league or under other circumstances which would forbid teams of this kind.

· All competitors competing against this team are informed of its composite, non-high school/non-middle school nature.

· The team is not called varsity, junior varsity, or any other high school level team designation.

Participation on this team would not affect the eligibility status of student athletes who are 14 or younger.  

VIII. Definition of Terms: A “year” is defined as the 12-month period beginning on September 1 and ending on August 31 of the following calendar year.  Those sports which span the Sept. 1 cut-off will be considered part of the year in which the season ends. The term “participate” applies to any student athlete who has been assigned to a FEAST team and has participated in regular season games, meets, etc.   Eligibility is affected regardless of the duration of the participation or the reason for stopping the participation.  Eligibility is not affected by practices or non-participatory involvement such as statistics-keeping.  It is not affected for members of FEAST sub-varsity teams which participate in varsity level tournaments, meets, events, etc.  It is not affected by off-season participation such as summer leagues or home school championships. 

